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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


SKETCHES NO. V. 


“ The way of transgressors is hard.” Prov- 
erbs of Solomon. 

Having in number four, of these 
Sketches, shewn that the way of the 


liar is hard, we shall next attend to 


that of the Drunkard. 


' There is, perhaps, no vice which so 


effectually transforms the man into the 
| beast, as drunkenness. For the sordid 
/ and momentary pleasure of pleasing a 
depraved palate, the set pours down 
the liquid fire, until every mental cor- 
poreal faculty shrinks trom its office, 
and he falls prostrate to the earth, ex- 

osed to every species of insult and in- 
jury, the disgrace of human nature, 
'and the contempt and pity of all around 
These are the natural and im- 
© mediate effects of a single instance of 
inebriety. The consequences of a hab- 
it of intemperance are more permanent 
and more fatal. By habitual intoxica- 
tion a man is wholly disqualified from 
discharging the duties of social life. 
Instead of preserving and accumula- 
ting, he is perpetually squandering his 
property, and ex;osing himself, and 
perhaps a lovely partner, and helpless 
_ offspring, to all the horrors of the most 
Jabject poverty. He is continually lia- 
ble to fall into innumerable other vi- 
) ces as well as personal dangers, and is 
‘deprived entirely of all the mnocent 
enjoyments of life. He daily impairs 
his health and strength,and accelerates 
}the growth of the seeds of mortality 
implanted in him by nature ; till a pre- 
mature death snatches the goblet from 
‘his palsied hand, to the joy of his 


friends, while his memory ever after- 


+ wards raises a blush on the cheek of 





his offspring, if they do not, as is too 
Soften the case, inherit their father’s 
| vice.—Surely the way of the drunkard 
is intolerably hard ! 
Intemperance in eating deserves a 
Sslight notice. It is readily granted, 
| that excess in this particular, is not im- 


" 
: 
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mediately attended by consequences so 
disagreeable, shocking, and fatal as ine- 
briation; many circumstances and ef- 
fects are, however, common to both 
these species of vice. Take an atten- 
tive survey of the insatiable gorman- 
dizer,—the pampered, gorged, gouty 
glutton.—Heer those groans; mark 
those distortions, that livid cheek, those 
useless feet, that helpless, cumbrous, 
mass of flesh.---Let reason decide, and 
she will certainly pronounce the ways 
of gluttony to be hard. 

The votary of venus must not be pas- 
sed over in silence.---[t may be urged, 
that the warm temperament of youth 
renders it next to impossible, to adhere 
strictly to the cold precepts of rigid 
chastity, and therefore, that a few, ai- 
most unavoidable deviations from them, 
ought not to be ranked with those odi- 
ous vices which are now the subjects 
of animadversion., But this is danger- 
ous reasoning !---The experience of 
thousands can testify, that by resolute 
abstinence from illicit pleasure, the pas- 
sions may soon be brought under the 
easy dominion of reason, while indul- 
gence is perpetually adding fuel. to 
the fire, until health, estate, reputation, 
peace of mind, and every innocent and 
rational enjoyment, are consumed in 
the flame.---When we take into con- 
sideration the most loathsome and hor- 
rid consequences whicha righteous Pro- 
vidence has entailed upon indul- 
gence in this vice, we must exclaim 
with Solomon, “the harlots house ts 
the way of hell, going down to the 
chambers of death.” 

Shall we proceed and enlarge the 
lismal catalogue, till it comprehend 
all the numerous vices, to which poor 
humanity is obnoxious ?---or shall we 
not rather avert our eyes from a scene 
so shocking, convinced from the speci- 
mens, which have now passed under 
review, that on account of the physical 
evils necessarily attendant on vice, the 
way of the transgressor is hard. Fur- 
ther, the way of transgressors may be 





A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 





ful reflections, which necessarily re- 
sult from a consciousness of having 
broken the divine laws, and the rules 
of right reason; of having wantonly 
abused our talents, 4nd the gifts of an 
indulgent providence; of having essen- 
tially injured our connexions and so- 
ciety in general, and of foolishly ne- 
glecting our best interest, by turning 
aside from the delightful path of vir- 
tue, which is accompanied by a pre- 
sent, and leads directly to future feli- 
city, into those crooked paths of vice, 
which are replete with thorns, with 
present difficulties and dangers, and 
terminate in disgrace and misery. 
Thus it appears, that the way of trans- 
gressors is hard, considered with res- 
pectto the difficulty of first entering 
upon it,its concomitant physical evils, 
and its dreadful immediate and remote 
consequences. Let us now make a few 
reflections. What reason have we not 
to thank and adore the goodness of 
that being who has fenced in the road 
to happiness, with such almost insepa- 
rable barriers ; who has so strongly con- 
nected our duty and interest, that we 
cannot neglect the former without di- 
rectly counteracting the latter; who has 





given us reason for our pilot, and hap- 
piness for our polar star; and who, if 
we strictly adhere to the dictates of 
these our guides, has promised us a 
prosperous voyage across the ocean of 
life —on the other hand, what language 
can express the folly and madness of 
those, who strive against the wind and 
current of their nature, their duty and 
their interest, to drive their fragile 
barks upon the fatal quicksands of im- 
morality! We readily denominate 
that man a fool, whorushes voluntarily 
into fire or water, to the injury of his 
person, or the loss of his life. But 
the ideot is indisputably a sage, com- 
pared with the reasoning votary of 
vice. Let us then make it our con- 
stant aim, to follow virtue, if not “for 
virtue’s sake,’ at least on account of 
our own ease, convenience, and securi- 





termed hard on account of those pain- 


ty. Let us not engage in the arduous 


erly in advance. 
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and vexatious business of vice. Life 
is short and uncertain. Let us then 
snatch the present moment and be hap- 
py while we may. Convinced that 
“© the way of transgressors is hard,” 
Let us steadily pursue the plain, the 
flowery, the delightful path of virtue, 
which can alone conduct us to happi- 
ness.—May we all know by happy ex- 
perience, that “ the ways of wzsdom, 
are ways of pleasantness, and that all 
her paths are paths of peace.” ‘ 

' * * * 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


Origin of Universalism in Philadel- 
phia, together with its progress and 
present state. 


««—Blest Religion, rob’d in spotless white, 

With torch of tuith, pointing torealms of light, 

March’d splendid on, wide o’er the bright- 
ning way, 

Leading the saint to never erding day.”’ 


It may not be disagreeable to many 
of our readers, if we should give a 
“brief sketch” of the rise and progress 
of Universalism in Philadelphia; and 
this becomes more necessary when we 
reflect on the rapid strides of that doc- 
trine in the United States, when we 
see the glorious gospel of Jesus spread- 
ing its influence in a land where pure 
religion_has the fairest opportunity of 
finally triumphing.---The herald of this 
religion landed on our shores like the 
lonely pelican; bowed down by afflic- 
tion, he had left his native England, to 
bury his sorrows in the wilderness of 
America, and enjoy that freedom which 
was dissipating in the old world. Far, 
very far was it from his intention to 
become a preacher; yet it pleased God 
in his mysterious providence to call 
him forth to promulgate the truth, and 
lead from Egyptian darkness, the Co- 
Jumbian Israel. He did not disobey; 
though no voice saluted his ear, tho’ 
friendless and a stranger, he obeyed 
the mandate; and leit to his God the 
issue. From this slender beginning we 
have seen that religion surmounting 
every obstacle, soaring above the deep 
laid plans of priestcratt, riding out the 
storm of superstition, and shaking to 
the centre, that venerable fabric, which, 
built with discordant materials and 
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daubed with untempered mortar, now 
totters on its sandy base, and ere long 
will crush beneath it the works of the 
craftsmen of Ephesus. We may in- 
deed compare this religion with the ea- 
gle; for we have seen it * winning its 
way against the blaze of worldly sci- 
ence with an eye that never winks, and 
a wing that never tires.’ 

About the year 1773, John Murray, 
the first preacher of the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation in this country, 
came to Philadelphia. ‘There was at 
that time a small company who assem- 
bled in Kensington, at a place called 
Batchelors’ Hall; unacquainted with his 
sentiments they invited him to preach 
to them; before he complied he attend- 
ed one of their mectings, and heard a 
minister speak from these words * Be- 
hold the lamb of God.who taketh away 
the sin of the world”---from this he 
endeavoured to prove “ that Jesus nev- 
er did, nor ever will take away the sin 
of the world. It is impossible Christ 
can have taken away the sin of the 
world, for then a// the world must be 
saved.” Thus did this man favor the 
cause by his intention of opposing. 
Mr. Murray commenced his course; 
but, in this city of “brotherly love,” so 
effectual was clerical opposition, that 
the proprietors of every public place of 
worship, barred their doors against 
him; and he was compelled to continue 
his ministry at Bachelors’ Hall. Means 
the most contemptible, were made use 
of to stop his mouth, but truly they 
found a man who was a stranger to 
fear; willing to combat them with Rea- 
son and Revelation, and not to be driv- 
en from his post by carnal weapons, 
(for he trusted in the living God, and 
bowed to him alone,) yet in the hours 
of retirement he felt as a man; he thus 
feelingly speaks of the venom. ‘+ Had 
the poisoned weapon been aimed by 
characters wicked, in the common ac- 
ceptation of the word, it would have 
fallen harmless; nay the fire of their in- 
dignation would have acted as a puri- 
ficr of my name; but reports origina- 
ting from those who were deemed holy 
and reverend---Alas! their bite was 
mortal.” His mind was stamped with 
talents which graced his station, and 
gave him the similitude of a Paul; his 
accents beamed with love’s brightest 
effulgence when delivering the message 





men; and the words of life and glory 
flowed from his lips as he recited 
from ‘our Father’s will,’ the conso-. 
lating truth that we are joint heirs with 
Jesus, By the blaze of his talents he 
withered the craft of priests, and ex. 
posed the dissimulation of modern 
Pharisees, ‘till they “ gnashed their 
teeth upon him.” One of the latter 
boasted that he walked nine miles gq 
weck to preach to about an hundred 
people, out of this number, he did not 
believe all elected, no, said he, ** There 
may be ten.” ‘* Do you think” said 
Mr. Murray, “ the non elect can take 
any step to extricate themselves from 
the tremenduous situation in which the 
decrees of heaven have placed them! 
‘Oh no! they might as well attempt to 
pull the stars from the firmament of 
heaven;’ and do you think your preach. 
ing can save them? ‘¢ Certainly not, 
every sermon they hear, will sink them 
deeper and deeper in damnation;’ and 
so you walk nine miles every Saturday 
to sink ninety persons out of a hundred, 
deeper and deeper in never ending 
misery.” ‘The minister was silenced, 
buthis enmity continued. Our preachet 
made but a short stay in Philadelphia, 
he was commissioned to travel from 
place to place to announce his mission 
In 1775, he entered as a chaplain in 
the provincial army, where he refused 
pay. Inthe friendship of Gen. Greene, 
and receiving marked attention from 
Gen. Washington, he continued in the 
army unui ill health induced him to 
reside at Gloucester. One incident of 





the campaign shews the temper of the 
religious world; the army chaplains, 
dreading his doctrine, and unable to 
confute it, wrote to Gen. Washington, 
requesting his discharge; this truly 
great man instead of listening to the 
voice of prejudice, sent him a commis- 
sion as chaplain, and ordered him to be 
respected accordingly. 

Without a stated preacher the doc- 
trine so far from progressing merely 
retained its ground, Mr. Murray was 





absent, and the cause decliding when 
an event occurred that for a_ while 
brightened the scenery. In the veal 
1780, a Baptist minister arrived from a 
preaching tour and was prevailed on to 
stay some time in the city, he began to 
preach in the Baptist Mecting house in 
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his discourses were of an uncommon 
kind, and attracted crowds of people; 
$0 general became his influence, that 
some members obtained permission for 
him to preach in St. Paul’s Church; 
even this, tho’ as large as most church- 
es in London, would not contain his 
audience. Elhanan Winchester thus 
made his entrvy;—he however entertain- 
ed sentiments which were soon to 
change the countenances of sunshine 
friends, and to drive far from him the 
insects that love to buz in the full light 
of man’s popularity. He had dared to 
believe, aye mor, had the audacity to 
confess, that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow. Mr. W. was no 
friend to controversy, his disposition 
naturally timid, made him shrink with- 
in himself at the prospect before him; 
he retired to his study, he counted the 
cost. In one scale he put all that this 
world calls greatness, he placed in it 
pride, and prefermenrt; in the opposite 
he threw poverty and scorn; the latter 
preponderated; and, counting all things 
as dross, he valued his Redeemer’s 
love as beyond all price, and more to 
be desired than all the petty toys of 
proud conceited man. His enemies 
( for now he had them) determined to 
oppose him; and accordingly, when he 
was preaching at Germantown, collect- 
ed seven ministers to confute him in 
Philadelphia, aud circulated a report 
that he had absconded trom the dread 
of investigation. Some persons who 
were friendly, pledged themselves to 
produce him at any time to argue the 
case; Whereupon a vote was passed to 
that effect. Our preacer on his return 
to the city repaired to the church, 
which he entered with his usual smile, 
and being informed of what had passed 
testified his willingness to defend his 
cause by Scripture. The countenan- 
ces of his enemies fell. ‘The Rev. Mr. 
B. ges, first on the list of seven, rose and 
declined to partake; stating his inabili- 
ty. There was not one who would 
agree to debate;—Mr. W. rose and 
requested permission tg explain his 
sentiments to the people. ‘This being 
refused, he left the church. Thus on 
the third Sunday in April, 1781, closed 
the labours of Elhanan Winchester as 
a limitarian preacher. 
The majority of the Baptist meeting 
were very favorable to Mr. W. but 
the minority carried about a protest 
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against him compelling many to sign 
on the penalty of excommunication--- 
many actually were thus dealt with. 
On his part, he did not resort to such 
arts; had his people acted with rigour, 
that house in which Dr. Holcomb of- 
fictates would have been a Universal- 
ist. Church. His friends preferred 
peace, and worshipped in a house where 
the Free Masons Lodge was held, 
where now stands the Bank of Penn- 
sylvania. 
Concluded in our next. 











Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, January 6, 1821. 





A TREATISE ON THE CARNAL 
MIND. 


Continued from page 9%. 


Surely it cannot be for the good of 
the sufferer to be endlessly suffering, 
and as the whole is made up of all its 
parts, I would ask, can the good of the 
whole require the infinite misery of a 
part that composes the whole? Sure- 
ly not. In order therefore for misery 
to be productive of good, that which 
caused the misery must cease to ope- 
rate; the good will then be discov- 
ered, and not before; which good, as 
an effect, stands immediately connected 
with the original and good cause, which 
cause is God, who for wise and good pur- 


poses, suffered the cause of misery to| 


exist ; the same as the skill of a good 
physician, and the good effects of a 
powerful medicine, which gives pain 
and distress in its Operation, may be 
experienced, even after the medi- 
cine shall have ceased to operate in 
a way that gives pain and distress. 

But I forbear, lest I should swell 
this [Treatise beyond my present de- 
sign. If the reader therefore will par- 
don this digression, I will endeavour to 
get back again to my main subject. 

God cannot be comprehended by h- 
nite mortals. None but God can know | 
God to pertection. “The things of) 
God kneweth no man, but the spirit of 
God.” But God hath revealed himselt 
unto us by his spirit: “for the spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
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of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. He is 
manifested in all his works, and in ail 
the dispensations of his providence; but 
the brightness of his glory, and his mo- 
ral perfections, are revealed, unto us, 
only in Jesus Christ, “* who of God is 
made unto us wisdom, righteousness, 

sanctification, and redemption;” and 
whom to know is “life eternal.” Our 
knowledge here, however, in these, as 
well as in all other things of a spiritual 
nature, is very imperfect; ‘* we see but 
in part, and we know but in part ;” and 
the vacuity of our understanding is fill- 
ed up with ignorance, or deceptive 
knowledge; from which proceed many 
wants, lusts, passions, and desires, the 
gratification of which, to their full ex- 
tent, would prove very injurious to us, 
and make us happy. These, which, by 
the way, may be called carnal desires, 
proceed from the flesh or earthy man, 
which was formed of the dust. The 
understanding, or reason to govern 
them, is implanted in the spirit, or hea- 
venly man, which was created in the 
image of God. 

These ideas are not altogether the 
chimera of my understanding, but the 
Scriptures of Divine truth evince the 
same; and therefore help me to under- 
stand my own experience. ‘ The 
flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the 

spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other; so that 
ye cannot do the things ye would,” 
Gal. v.17. Here are the two contrary 
principles brought in contact with each 
other: and we can know nothing either 
of God, or of his opposite, the devil, 
only as they are manifested to us 
through the medium of these two prin- 
ciples. ‘That which comes through the 
medium of the spirit is of God; “ for 
the spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God;” but that which 
comes through the medium of the flesh 
is of the devil, that is, of the deceiver, 
or from a source that deceives us. 
«« Now the works of the flesh are mani- 
fest, which are these; adultery, fornica- 
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idola- 
try, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emu- 
lations, wrath, strife, seditions, here- 
sies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like,” Gal. v. 19, 
20, 21. 

Now, supposing that, for once, we 
should admit that there are ever so 
many real, literal, and personal devils, 
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separate from those which are found | 
in man, I would ask, what can they do 
more than to perform all the vices 
mentioned in the black catalogue above? 
And all these are the works of the flesh! 
But, I believe it must be granted, the 
devil himself can do nothing worse ! 
So then, if there be any other devil, 
than that which exists in the flesh, and 
which produces the evils above men- 
tioned, I must confess myself totally 
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ence of God,—They would even sup- 
pose him tobe an infidel! 

But many of those who believe in 
the existence of a real devil, in my 
opinion, are almost, if not quite, as ig- 
norant of God as they are of the devil; 
and hence, they possess nothing more 
than a slavish fear of either. They 
tremble at the thought of the devil, be- 
cause they are afraid that he will tor- 
ment them, (his disposition being such) 





ignorant of him! And, as I never had a 
very good opinion of him, even while 
I believed in the existence of such a 
being, I shall not try, at this advanced 
period of life, to form an acquaintance 
with him!!! 

“« But the fruit of the spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, 
against such there is no law,”’ Gal. v. 
22,23. These are positive principles. 
They are the fruit of the spirit of God 
manifested in Christ Jesus; and they 
will eventually destroy the devil and all 
his works. 

But it may be asked, why is not ha- 
tred a positive principle as well as love? 
I might as well ask, why is not dark- 
ness a positive principle as wellas light? 
The reason is obvious. Darkness is 
only a want of light. So,in a moral 
sense, hatred is only a want of love, ig- 
norance a want of knowledge, weakness 
a want of power, folly a want of wis- 
dom, &c. And as light has a repellent 
power over darkness, but darkness has 
none over light; so have the fruits of 
the spirit a repellent power over the 
works of the flesh, but the works of 
the flesh have no repellent power over 
the fruits of the spirit: hence there must 
be a lack, or want, of the fruits of the 
spirit, which are /ove, joy, peace, &c. 
in man, or there would be no room for 
the works of the flesh, or the devil, to 
operate. Which confirms the conclu- 
sion, above, that the fruit of the spirit 
will eventually destroy the devil and 
all his works. 

I make no doubt but that thousands 
have been so educated that they have 
lived in more fear of the devil than 
they ever did of their Maker. And 


there are many who, even at this day, if 


they were to hear a man speak a little 
slightly of the devil, especially to dis- 
pute his existence, would think al- 
most as much of it as though he should 


whenever it shall be in his power; and 
they tremble at the thought of God, 
because they are afraid that he will de- 
liver them into the hands of the devil! 
and as they suppose that the devil has 
about, if net quite, equal power with 
God, so they are afraid to provoke him, 
by saying any thing against him, lest 
he should make stronger exertions to 
obtain them; and as they suppose that 
God has some regard for them now, 
so they are afraid to offend him, lest 
he should lose that affection, and leave 
them to perish: hence, all that they do, 
in point of duty, is out of slavish fear, 
and not from a principle of real love! 

Viewing these two beings, accord- 
ing to the character given them, by 
muny, not to say most, of the Christian 
world, while I detest the malicious- 
ness of the one, I must deplore the 
weakness and supineness of the other. 
But the reader will pardon the expres- 
sion, when he is informed that I do not 
believe in the existence of either ! 

The God in whom the author of this 
Treatise believes, and whom he would 
ever worship and adore; who engrosses 
all his attention; and occupies all his se- 
rious thoughts, in his humble opinion, 
never had but one purpose concerning 
any of the works of his hands: and that 
purpose is perfectly consistent with his 
own nature, Love; which purpose, he 
will neither alter nor change, neither 
can he be frustrated respecting it, and 
hence, each individual soul may with 
propriety say, I ever have been, am 
now, and ever shall be, perfectly safe in 
his holy care and keeping. 

To be continued. 
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The following note was received thro 
the medium of the Post Office. 


Dear Sir, 
In the 3rd chap. of Genesis, verse 
22nd, it is thus written; ** And the 





speak irreverently, or dispute the exist- 


Lord God said, behold the man is de- 


come as one of us.’ Imust confess my 
power unequal to the explanation of 
this mysterious passage; nor have [ 
from others received any thing like a 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty, 

Will you oblige me and others with 
your opinion on some sabbath evening, 
I am sorry to trespass on your impor- 
tant duties, and can only plead in ex. 
cuse, the habit of the human mind to 
be satisfied, or desirous to be so, on 
points so materially affecting the wel- 
fare of the human race. L.. 

Rev. ABNER KNEELAND. 
Fanuary 1st, 1821. 


REPLY. 

I would cheerfully comply with the 
above request, if it were thought expe- 
dient at the present time; but having 
no longer ago than last sabbath spoken 
upon the same subject, from Gen. i. 26, 
by special request, to a crowded audi- 
ence in the Northern Liberties, and 


lar subjects in the church in Lombard 
street, itcan hardly seem necessary, for 


up again; at least for the present; as 
nothing materially new can be now of. 


what will be found, fully and clearly ex- 
pressed, in the first volume of the 
Christian Messenger, pages, 21, 25, 36, 


82, 85, 90, 95, 121, 122, 125. Sce al. 
so my Sixth Lecture on the doctrine of 
Universal Benevolence. 

A. KNEELAND. 


om) 0 ame 
THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 


While nature roll’s her steady wheels, 
And time her constant numbers beats, 
Teach me, O Lord, thy love to feel, 
Thy boundless goodness to repeat, 
What comforts has my soul enjoy’d, 
Since the commencement of my days; 
Thy years, with choicest blessings stor’d, 
Do well demand a song of praise. 

And now another year is gone, 

Til take a retrospective view 

Of all that has been seen or done; 

And thus commence the year anew. 


If aught amiss has been perform’d, 
In all the days or year that’s past ; 
With virtue let this year be crown’d 
T’ erase the errors cf the last. 


And thus from year to year I’ll move 
In penitence, and eaible zeal : 
Till, call’d by Jesus from above, 
I bow submissive at his will: K 





December 31st, 1820. 


| 
P 


the congregation generally, to take ith 


Ca eo a 
EOS Stig 8 a 


having frequently treated upon simi-f 


SP Sass hal 


fered. My opinion on the subject inf 
uestion however, may be gathered from} 


iar is elles ott 


38, 43, 52, 59,61, 71,73,75, 77, 79, 81,h 





I 
sent 
foll 
wor 
it h: 
aut 
men 
subl 
of tl 
who 

Ir 
book 
orde 
oul ¢ 
he s| 
ple, 
him 
am ; 
sent 
or th 
pleas 
this 1 
there 
not h 
any | 
a ber 

being 
fore ¢ 
in the 
ses, ] 
the e: 
am tk 
and ¢g 
I am 
Mose 
might 
self, t 
ing n 
guage 
an inf 
finite 
conce 
words 
kind 

entert 
we b 

ed u 


